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Upstate and Central New York will be
remembered by our loss of Randy Pot-
ter. Today, we remember his life and
the many moments of joy he shared
throughout our community. May we all
learn a lesson from his life and zest for
sparking joy and laughter in those
around him.

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JOE FUSCO, JR.

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the tragic passing of
one of my district’s great public serv-
ants, the Honorable Joseph Fusco, Jr.,
the former mayor of Rome, New York.

Mayor Fusco was a dedicated public
servant, who led an incredible life. He
first served as Rome City councilman
and then as the 42nd mayor of Rome
from 2011 to 2015, a job he performed
with integrity, passion, and determina-
tion.

Joe led by example. He was always a
smiling face and a helping hand. He
oversaw the completion of the Mohawk
River Trail, and in what little spare
time he had, would participate in vol-
unteer work across the community. He
also hosted a terrific charity motor-
cycle ride across our beautiful region,
an event I always looked forward to
participating in each year. His dedica-
tion to public service carries on
through his son, Joseph, III, who be-
came a Rome firefighter in 2007.

I have no doubt that Rome, New
York, is a better place because of the
legacy of Mayor Fusco and the legacy
that he leaves behind. I also extend my
deepest condolences to Mayor Fusco’s
family, as they are grieving deeply at
this time. This includes his beloved
wife and dear friend, Laurie, his son,
Joe, and many grandchildren. He will
be greatly missed by many. Again, his
legacy will not be forgotten.
RECOGNIZING PRISCILLA ‘‘PEEP’”’ WILLIAMS FOR

HER ATHLETIC AND ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Ms. Priscilla, also
known as Peep, Williams, a standout
athlete and student from New York’s
22nd District.

As an 8th grader in 2017, Peep was
named to the Fellowship of Christian
Athletes Lacrosse Girls National Mid-
dle School Team. From there, the hon-
ors just keep pouring in.

As a freshman in the spring of 2019,
Peep stormed into the Seton Academy
lacrosse scene, breaking the school’s
individual scoring record that was pre-
viously held by Seton’s first Naval
Academy appointee, who also happened
to be her big sister, Maddie, who I had
the distinguished honor of recom-
mending an appointment to the U.S.
Naval Academy.

Peep is a 2021 USA Lacrosse Aca-
demic All-American and a member of
the U-18 National Team. In this year’s
off season, Peep also won the New York
State Sectional Tennis Championship.
Ms. Williams recently signed her letter
of intent to travel nearly 3,000 miles
from home where she will play for an
institution with a standard of excel-
lence in both athletics and academics,
the Stanford Cardinals.
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Please join me in congratulating
Peep and wishing her all the best in her
future endeavors and know she will
continue to represent our community
with grace and determination. I wish
the best to her parents, wonderful
members of our community as well.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. HAROLD BLACK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize my dear friend, Dr.
Harold Black. The University of Geor-
gia, his alma mater, recently an-
nounced it will name a new residence
hall in his honor.

He was the first Black student to en-
roll in the university’s Terry College of
Business, graduating with a bachelor of
business administration in economics.
He completed his education by earning
his master of the arts and Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from Ohio State University.

Dr. Black then led an accomplished
career working for financial institu-
tions. He served as Deputy Director of
the Department of Economic Research
and Analysis in the United States Of-
fice of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency, Director and Chairman of the
Nashville branch of the Federal Re-
serve Bank of Atlanta, and consulted
for several major banking corpora-
tions.

Dr. Black later used his public and
private sector experience to teach fi-
nance in the higher education system.
Following tenures at several univer-
sities, Dr. Black eventually settled at
my alma mater, the University of Ten-
nessee in Knoxville.

Dr. Black shared his knowledge with
students in the Haslam College of Busi-
ness for 24 years until his retirement in
2011. Throughout his career, Dr. Black
published his financial research in out-
lets like the American Economic Re-
view, the Journal of Banking and Fi-
nance, and the Journal of Monetary
Economics. He received many awards
for his teaching and research. Dr.
Black continues to write, publishing a
weekly column in my favorite news-
paper, the Knoxville Focus.

Congratulations on your recent rec-
ognition from the University of Geor-
gia, Dr. Black. Our community is proud
of your achievements, and I for one
enjoy reading your views on economics,
and for making it so even a person of
my intelligence level can understand
what you are saying. I really appre-
ciate it.

HONORING PETTY OFFICER SECOND CLASS CHRIS
AL-BRETT

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor Petty Officer Second Class
Chris Al-Brett as Tennessee’s Second
District’s Veteran of the Month.

Chris enrolled in avionics school at
the Naval Air Technical Training Cen-
ter in Millington, Tennessee, in 1969.
Later that year, he reported to Attack
Squadron 174 based at Naval Air Sta-
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tion Cecil Field, which defended the
beaches of Northeast Florida against a
potential communist invasion.

He worked on an A-7 Corsair 2 Light
Attack Bomber. Chris later transferred
to Attack Squadron 176 in Virginia. In
1972, he embarked aboard the aircraft
carrier USS Franklin Delano Roosevelt
for a mission in the Mediterranean Sea.
After serving overseas, Chris was hon-
orably discharged from the U.S. Navy
in 1974.

In 2015, Chris joined the Captain Bill
Robinson Chapter 1078 of the Vietnam
Veterans of America. He became the
chapter’s public information officer,
and the chapter received the Vietnam
Veterans of America’s 2017 Chapter of
the Year award thanks in part to his
leadership.

In December 2020, Chris joined the
United Veterans Council of East Ten-
nessee’s Board of Directors as its pub-
lic information officer. He was recently
elected as the board’s president, a posi-
tion he will assume this year.

Mr. Speaker, we thank Chris for his
service to our country and to his fellow
veterans. I wish him the very best at
the start of his new position.

———
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COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AND ONLINE SEXUAL EXPLOI-
TATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, today is
National Human Trafficking Aware-
ness Day, and I rise to bring attention
to the horrific increase in human traf-
ficking and online sexual exploitation.

Since the pandemic began, traf-
ficking and sexual exploitation have
skyrocketed in my own home State of
Missouri and across the United States
of America and the world.

I have made it a priority to support
survivors and hold websites account-
able for facilitating sex trafficking.

I am proud to be the only Member of
Congress in over 20 years to success-
fully amend section 230 of the Commu-
nications Decency Act with my bill,
the Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act,
or FOSTA.

In the coming weeks, Mr. Speaker, 1
will introduce multiple pieces of legis-
lation to combat human trafficking,
child sexual exploitation, and online
sexual exploitation.

We must come together to eliminate
this barbaric trade.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 16
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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